WLGS – Draft letter to editors, for International Women’s day

Dear editor,

International Women’s day on 8th March is worth celebrating. It is an opportunity to focus on the achievements of women world wide. There are plenty of examples to choose from when we have recently seen the assassination of a woman politician in Pakistan and the advances of another in the American Presidential race, but I hope we will also remember it includes women here in XXXXXX.

Looking back at prominent women in British history, we know they contributed a great deal to society, especially to our health, housing and education. They found a way to break into forbidden professions, but equally importantly they gave their considerable energy as volunteers, campaigners and, often forgotten, as elected councillors.

As a local councillor here in XXX I am aware of the small but significant improvements women make to our community on a day to day basis through their tireless and unrewarded work as carers, school governors, charity shop workers and committee members. My favourite example is XXXXX  and I hope you will find space some time to feature the success / encourage the work of this project. 

I am working with women nationally to try and ensure all councils have a good representation of women. Here in XXX, I am aware of many who could make a contribution as elected members, so as my contribution to International Women’s day I will be writing to XXX and asking them if they would like to accompany me for a day in the council. If other women would like to join in, please get in touch.

You could add some lines to this too, eg: 

· If you can’t think of any specific women to write to as referred to in the last sentence, pick a local school. You will need to follow through this suggestion though – the editor might just come back to you and ask how it went! This sentence would be even more effective if you could say you were getting together with all the women on your council and jointly inviting women to join you.

· Include the proportion of women councillors in your area – to encourage more women if you think it is particularly poor, or to highlight their contributions (with some specific examples) if you think it is good.

· Refer to your local women pioneering councillors if you know who they are.

· If you send this letter after International Women’s day, you might want to refer to the  lack of coverage in the paper (and adjust the first sentence).

