Local Press release – some ideas

XXX Joins the drive to find more women councillors
XXX is joining in a national initiative to find more women councillors. The idea was launched recently by the Women’s Local Government Society, an organisation revived last year. The principle at the centre of the campaign is a simple one. Called ‘find a friend’ it recognises women are more likely to stand as council candidates if they are asked – and so women councillors in xx will be doing the asking. 

The campaign was launched at a recent conference (attended by …) 

in Manchester which celebrated the significant achievements of Margaret Ashton, the first woman to be elected there exactly 100 years ago.  

Here in xxx we can also look back on the achievements of XXX

The conference was also inspired by speakers like Bronagh Hinds who outlined the steps taken to improve the numbers of women councillors in Northern Ireland, after her time participating in the Northern Ireland Peace Process. In XX the proportion of women elected now is slightly better/ far lower than the average for England of around 30%, but to achieve equal representation more women need to stand. 
Councillor XX said:

· Mention some specific achievements in your area women might want to be associated with - or

· A personal thought about standing as a candidate - or

· An idea about where you might be looking to ‘find a friend’

The ‘friendship’ women in xx are offering includes a personal introduction to the work of the council. Anyone interested can contact xxx
Your Press campaign - some variations
· Launch your local ‘find a friend’ as a cross party group, with a photo of as many women councillors as you can opening the town hall door, or outside the local school gate

· Include more details about the women you have on your council – see www.beacouncillor.org.uk for ideas about how to describe them

· Work out the rate of progress in your council over the last ten years as an indication of the work you need to do

· You are welcome to use words or pictures from our web-site to add more detail about the recent Autumn conference 

· Ask local history  specialist if they have information about women councillors in your area in the past 

· Organise an informal event in the town hall first, and press release inviting women to attend.
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